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From Independence to Freedom — A Letter to My European Peer

Dear friend,I want to greet you from Georgia — a small country with a great spirit, which has
endured centuries of struggle to preserve its identity and fight for freedom. I am a teenager
growing up in an independent Georgia — a country that continues to walk the path not only
toward preserving its independence but toward achieving true freedom.Georgia declared its
independence in 1991, but that was only the beginning. True freedom wasn’t gained instantly
— instead, we faced civil wars, economic collapse, and the loss of territories. Yet, throughout
these hardships, Georgians held on to one vital thing: hope. The dream of living in a free, just,
and peaceful country never faded.For my generation, independence is already part of our
reality, but freedom remains a journey. Today, we are taught to think critically, to care about
justice, to speak out against violence, and to listen to each other. Freedom, to us, is more than
political status — it's about being able to make choices, express ourselves without fear, and
feel responsible for our own future.Georgia is moving closer to European values every day —
democracy, rule of law, education, and respect for human rights are becoming pillars of our

development. At school, we talk about European initiatives, we participate in exchange



programs, and we witness growing cultural and educational ties. Still, challenges remain: lack
of critical thinking, economic hardship, and youth migration are some of the serious issues we
face.That’s why connecting with peers like you is so important to us. Your understanding,
your stories, and your support inspire us to keep moving forward. I want you to know —
there are many young people in Georgia who dream of building an educated, free, and
peaceful society, and who work every day, step by step, to make that dream come true.Please
share our story with your friends — about a country that continues to pass on the spirit of

dignity, patience, and progress from generation to generation. With warmth and hope,

Lizi Lolua



